
The gospel according to John Calvin is said to take on both narrow and expansive 
senses, with key ideas dispersed throughout his writings. In particular, some 
scholars argue that Calvin’s doctrine of “Union with Christ” is the central motif 
for the gospel itself. Calvin himself claims that the “sum of the gospel” is the 
double grace of justification and sanctification, gifts which are inseparable yet 
distinct, receive through the Holy Spirit in union with Christ (Institutes 3.3.1).  

While scholars acknowledge the importance of union with Christ for Calvin’s 
understanding of the gospel, what remains unclear in recent literature is the 
relationship between the doctrine of justification and sanctification. Does Calvin 
depart from Luther’s emphasis on the grace of justification by holding in tension 
the double grace of justification and sanctification, subsumed under the doctrine 
of Union with Christ? Does Calvin regard the doctrine of Union with Christ as the 
“root” of the believer’s sanctification in contrast to the Lutheran tendency 
to view sanctification as a “fruit” of justifying faith?  

This presentation addresses specifically the question of whether there is a 
logical or temporal sequence in Calvin's thought that prioritizes 
justification over sanctification in the ordo salutis, and its implications for 
pastoral ministry. 
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